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CELEBRATING 36 YEARS

A Letter from the Board President

Moving into another beautiful Michigan summer, the folks at the Specialized Language Devel-

SPRING 2010

opment (SLD) Center have been busy innovating and developing new programs. As you
probably noticed, we are using the internet much more effectively now. This allows us to
conserve on materials and be more green. We are also developing our social networking so that
we can reach more people and develop a community for individuals with dyslexia and their
families. A big step in this direction is the development of our Fan Page on Facebook. Please
locate us and become a Fan. Also tell your friends.

Another goal is to reconnect with our alumni. Over the last 35+ years we have worked with
thousands of individuals. We have kept in touch with many of them. But we are always inter-
ested in how our students are doing. If you know of SLD alumni, please have them contact us
either by phone or on the internet. We have some exciting events planned with some of our
established alumni in the near future. I look forward to seeing you at future SLD events.

Sincerely,

Michigan ELKS Supports the Center

Who could have imagined a relationship that started in 1986 helping a few children, has grown
in 24 years to help over 20 children each year? Together, the Michigan Elks Association (via the
Major Project Commission) and the Specialized Language Development (SLD) Center have been
committed to bringing the power of reading, writing and spelling to at-risk children in West
Michigan struggling with dyslexia or other unique learning challenges. With the continued
assistance and financial support from the Michigan Elks, the SLD Center will achieve success by
reaching additional children in need of our services. Thank you Michigan Elks for making a
dramatic difference to the children in our community!

Uncor k. | t O

Specialized Language Development (SLD) Center is excited to present the 2nd
Annual Uncork Wine Tasting Event, Friday, May 21 from 7-9 p.m. Community members,
parents, students and staff will enjoy an unforgettable evening of fun, food and entertainment.

The speaker at this year’s event will be former SLD Center student Bo Parfet. Bo plans to
share his extraordinary adventures climbing the Seven Summits as well as his struggles with
learning challenges during his school years.

Please join us at this wonderful event hosted by Office One/Starwall. Tickets are $50 and may
be purchased through the website or by contacting the SLD Center at 269.345.2661. The event
will include a strolling dinner and silent auction. Visit www.sldcenter.org for more details.

We are currently seeking volunteer and paid tutors throughout West Michigan.
Call for available opportunities. See page 3 for our summer training schedule.
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Making Strides with Our Students Bancrc

Amy Mohr, a former student of the Specialized Language Development (SLD) Center, shared her story at N6 Qulte 3 chal
the 2010 Kathryn Timmer Literacy Award Reception about how the title “DYSLEXIC” has positively ossing %ie nthg
affected her life. An audience of over 200 attendees, including Meijer President Mark Murray, were touched

by this young woman’s first-hand account of how she has embraced her challenges to achieve success!

Amy currently attends Grand Valley State University where she majors in Physics and minors in Art. She
is on the Dean’s List at GVSU and graduated from high-school with above a 4.0 G.P.A. She attributes her
accomplishments to SLD tutor Sue Johnson, who not only taught her strategies for reading, but perceptual
learning techniques as well.

O0Dysl exia doesndét just go away. You | earn strat

(Amy Mohr, Previous SLD Student)

2010 Kathryn Timmer Literacy Award Reception

A night to remember...in many ways!
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This event was made possible by generous supporters of the Center, giving of their time and personal
connections to make a life -long impact in the lives of our students, thus helping SLD Center serve our students!

With over 50 years of experience, the team at Art Craft Display created a perfect set-
ting for the annual Kathryn Timmer Gala in Grand Rapid, MI. Who could have imag-
ined an empty warehouse could be the scene for an amazing evening of celebration?

Experience, reliability, flexibility and consistency have been essential to our success...
but “it’s the people that make the difference,” according to Kary Dankenbring who’s
been involved with the company for nearly two decades.

The Center thanks you, Art Craft, for your generous contribution and for making the
evening possible! Art Craft has offices in Grand Rapids, Lansing and Novi and can be
found online at www.artcraftdisplay.com.

SPECIALIZED LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT CENTER
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Summer Opportunities for Students and Educators

Specialized Language Development (SLD) Center has Training courses for tutors, parents and educators include:

planned a summer filled with learning opportunities for both . ) .,
1. OPHONI CS FUNDAMENTKRI3SIbe@ TRAI

course, based on the Orton-Gillingham approach, is open to

students and educators.

Summer is a great time to focus on reading. If you have a reading specialists, general and special education teachers,
current student or a past student that needs some additional prospective tutors for SLD’S tuition-based program and/or our
}1(31137 contact the Center to set up additional summer hours. Language Links pro-bono program, home school parentsv

] ] college students working toward education degrees, and indi-
Summer Only:Discounted hourly rates are available for viduals interested in learning about Orton-Gillingham tech-

beginning students (reading below a 3rd grade level) that are niques. This course will be offered in Kalamazoo, June 143
new to the Center. Call today for more information or to set and in Grand Rapids, August 211

up a free Initial Conference.

2. OCOMPREHENSI| ORPISCRWRE GT EISS! 6
Our specialized trainers are offering three different workshops This eight-hour, two day course provides direct instruction in
for students entering grades 6, 7 & 8 The cost is $35.00 per comprehension skills, theories, and techniques used for teach-
two hour workshop. ing comprehension through imagery and vocalizing. This
ourse will be offered in Grand RapidsJune 21622 and in
?Ka‘?‘ama\écg)o,uJunEé ya: o) 6 s¢€ aaO

2. 0Six Syllable Patterns 2nd, RyY£AcES L RN bhABASSRLY LSS O

3. o0Vocabulary Building wi wilhgivPparécipink ensn;depf staly of affi&es t8 e fisédi x e s 6

with students who read at a 4th grade level or above. Prereq-

1. o0Spelling Rules and Too

Thereisalsoa“St udy cRskleihgloffexed for students
entering grades 4, 5 & 6 The cost is $55.00 for this six hour
workshop.

uisite: Phonics Fundamentals©. This course will be offered in

Grand Rapids, June 2&4.

Registration is limited. Please call the Center now at
616.361.1182 or 269.345.2661 for more information.

Speci ali zed Language: D

Join us at Bronson Park on June 23rd from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. when the Kalamazoo Community

Bronson Park Foundation hosts “Match Day”. Every dollar donated to the Specialized Language Development

Center's Endowment Fund will be matched with 50 cents, up to $1,000 per organization. Donations

Kalamazoo, Ml

must be made in person and can be made by cash, check or credit card. There are $85,000 match
June 23, 2010 dollars available, but it is first come first serve so please consider attending early in the day to show
your support. This is a great opportunity to enhance your giving, thus benefiting more individuals

who struggle with reading, writing and spelling!

Attention Golfers of ALL Ages!!!

The Specialized Language Development (SLD) Center in Student participation is encouraged!!!

collaboration with Lake Michigan Academy presents the

First Annual Links for LearningGolf Outing. The event is For more information and to register by phone, please call
being held at The Highlands Golf Cours@& Grand Rapids, 616.361.1182 or visit www.WMLDF.org/golfouting.html.
MI on June 28, 2010, starting at 11:30 a.m. A dinner re- More information can also be found at www.sldcenter.org.
ception with awards and silent auction will take place as

part of the golf outing.

There are various sponsorship opportunities available in- Links for Learning, Charity Golf Outing
cluding a Jr. Sponsor for golfers ages-87. All Jr. Sponsor June 28, 2010
proceeds will be designated for student scholarships.
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How You Can Make a Difference! Calendar of Events:

Uncork : Wine Tasting Event

) . . . Office OneStarwall, 5200 S. Sprinkle Rd.
T We are seeking dedicated tutors. Qualified individuals should have: .
Kalamazofi May 21, 7 p.m.

a high school diploma, a commitment to helping a child , two hours available pgr

week. Volunteer and paid positions available.
] ] ] Language Links: Charitable Golf Outing
Serve on a fundraiser planning committee.

Make a charitable cash donation at www.sldcenter.org. Simply click
oD o n a t afl donations are secured through PayPal.

Highlands Golf Course
Grand Rapid$ June 28, 11:30 a.RY. p.m.

Attend a fundraising event. Match Day : Bronson Park

Spread the word about our tutoring and training programs. Rzl Jie 261, AL QL5 -1

Summer Classes available: See page 3.

Share your thoughts...stay updated on happenings at the Center.
1. Visit www.sldcenter.org

Become a fan of the Specialized Language Development Center on Facebook!

2
3. Follow us on Twitter @helpingdyslexia
4

Receive updates via your professional network on LinkedIn.

The SLD Center is now accepting donations online, secured through PayPal. Share this new

feature with your friends and family by senng tamCenter
We appreciate your support! B | Linke o






